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Governor and First Lady Youth Leadership Council Gathers at State Capitol
Youth Leaders Take Steps to Fight Childhood Hunger through Service

Helena, MT—On Saturday, Governor Steve Bullock and First Lady Lisa Bullock met with members of
the Governor and First Lady Youth Leadership Council during a full-day retreat to discuss solutions to
ending childhood hunger through service.

Hosted by the Governor’s Office of Community Service, fifteen middle and high school students
across Montana gathered to serve on the Governor and First Lady Youth Leadership Council and
design projects to raise awareness of the issue of childhood hunger in Montana. The projects will be
implemented for Fight Childhood Hunger Week, a Global Youth Service Day project, April 13-19,
2015.

“In Montana, one in five children faces food insecurity,” Governor Bullock said of the meeting.
“Children who face food insecurity are more likely to miss school and less likely to succeed in the
classroom. How can we expect children to learn when they don’t know where their next meal is
coming from?”

“Childhood hunger is an issue where we can make a real impact, “First Lady Lisa Bullock said. “This
meeting was inspiring because many of these student leaders see this issue firsthand when they go to
school and see friends or classmates who start the day hungry. | am so impressed by these students,
and | know they will do amazing things to combat hunger over the year in their schools and
communities.”

The youth leaders gathered at the State Capitol to share their ideas and experiences with Governor and
First Lady Bullock. The retreat also included training in leadership development, the issue of
childhood hunger in Montana, regional collaboration, engaging stakeholders in service, and
discussions on community solutions to combatting childhood hunger in schools with members of the
Montana No Kid Hungry AmeriCorps program.

Members of the council will return to their schools and begin implementing projects culminating into
Fight Childhood Hunger Week in mid-April.
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Goals of the council are to increase awareness of the issue of childhood hunger, engage youth in
service, implement youth voice and youth leadership, and develop school-community partnerships.

Governor and First Lady Youth Leadership Council members:

Holter Bailey, Jefferson High School, Boulder, 12" grade

Drew Briggs, Helena Middle School, Helena, 7" grade

Tanner Condit, Loyola Scared Heart High School, Missoula, 11" grade
Natalie Hofstad, C.M. Russell High School, Great Falls, 12" grade
Kassidy Hokanson, Ennis High School, Ennis, 10" grade

Annie Lewis, C.M. Russell High School, Great Falls, 12" grade
Savannah Love, Manhattan High School, Manhattan, 10" grade
Hannah Moreaux, Manhattan High School, Manhattan, 9" grade
Ashley Pearson, Greenfield Middle School, Fairfield, 7" grade
Lindsey Riley, Powder River Co. High School, VVolborg, 10" grade
Taylor Rost, Polson High School, Polson, 12" grade

Marin Sewell, Powell County High School, Deer Lodge, 12" grade
Alyssa Shipp, Custer Co. District High School, Miles City, 9™ grade
Katelynn Sutton, Lima High School, Dell, 10" grade

Emily Weber, C.M. Russell High School, Great Falls, 9" grade

Full biographies and more information on the Governor and First Lady Youth Leadership Council can
be found at FightChildhoodHunger.com.

Global Youth Service Day is an annual campaign that celebrates and mobilizes the millions of children
and youth who improve their communities each day of the year through service and service-learning.
Now in its 27th year, Global Youth Service Day is celebrated in over 100 countries.

The Governor’s Office of Community Service was selected to serve as a Global Youth Service Day
Lead Agency by Youth Service America, the founder and chief convener of Global Youth Service
Day. State Farm is the presenting sponsor of Global Youth Service Day in the United States.

The Governor’s Office of Community Service expands and promotes national service and
volunteerism in Montana and engages citizens in service and emergency preparedness.
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